
MA LEARNING AND TEACHING (GAELIC ARTS) AND PG CERT LEARNING, TEACHING SUPPORT AND ADMINISTRATION IN ARTS EDUCATION 
 

MODULE: The Teaching Artist Initial PDP Template 

 

What are your GOALS for the next year of study?  

 What gaps in your knowledge and understanding do you want to fill? 

 What do you want to be different this time next year? 

 What do you want to achieve over the next year? 

 

Goal 1: To enhance my knowledge and understanding of: 

 

Creativity and the importance of creative, multi-disciplinary and collaborative approaches within Arts Education and, in particular, Higher Arts 

Education. 

 

The intrinsic value of the Orff Schulwerk approach to Music, Dance and Speech Education, which I believe to be complementary to the 

nurturing of creative, multi-disciplinary and collaborative artistic opportunities for everyone. 

 

Goal 2: To enhance my sensibility and self-awareness, so that I am able to: 

 

Understand more fully how I embody and share the Orff Schulwerk approach within my creative practice.  

 

Be more aware of how I adapt my learning and teaching style so that it is meaningful for different groups of people. So that my work is truly 

person centred. 

 

Be more conscious of how I reflect upon my teaching practice, the devising and delivery of materials.  

 

Guide others, more sensitively, in the development of their own creative practice and reflective work.  

 

Deepen my understanding of how to support the holistic development of Higher Arts Education students so that they can be autonomous in 

their learning and able to fulfil their potential as musicians, educators and teaching artists within the community. 

 

Goal 3: To enhance my sense of identity and belonging through: 

 

Continuing to nurture a Community of Practice within the RCS Community Music module and the wider community.  

 

Strengthening relationships and forming new ones with fellow educators and creative practitioners within and out with the RCS. 

 

Connecting with creative dance and movement practitioners within and out with the RCS. 
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Where are you at PRESENT in relation to each of your goals? 

 What is the current situation for each goal? 

 What progress have you made to date? 

 What are the biggest challenges you face? 

Goal 1: 

 

I am beginning to understand more about creativity, but I would like to support my knowledge with further literature and research. I have found 

Ken Robinson’s “Out of Our Minds – Learning to be Creative” (2011) to be a very rich resource. I would like to gain more knowledge with regards 

to influential, creative, forward thinking educators who have a holistic approach to their work. 

 

I feel that I have gained very strong, first-hand experiences of the true value of the Orff Schulwerk approach throughout my studies over the last 

six years and now I would like to nurture and share my experiences of this work more fully with others, to gain richer and more varied 

perspectives. 

 

Goal 2: 

 

Having the opportunity to work with many different groups of people, within and out with Higher Arts Education contexts, has enabled me to 

build a clearer picture of my creative practice. Through informal discussions and feedback and through my own personal journaling and 

reflective work, I feel that I am gaining more confidence in myself and in my work. That what I share is meaningful for others, brings pleasure, and 

enhances wellbeing and a feeling of community. 

 

My greatest challenge is in how to most effectively support students in their individual pathways to becoming teaching artists within the 

community. How to share my knowledge, skills and experience while allowing people to weave their own path. 

 

I have recently devised and delivered an Orff Schulwerk 5 credit module for Complementary Musical Skills BMus 1 students and this experience 

was very enriching and insightful. At the end of each workshop, I devoted some time for reflection and it was interesting to hear the thoughts of 

each student. I am now waiting for written reflections from each student and I am intrigued to learn about each individual’s experience; what 

was inspiring; surprising or challenging.  

 

Goal 3: 

 

I feel that I have been nurturing a Community of Practice within the Maryhill and Garnethill communities and the RCS Community Music 

community for several years. I feel that my work in Nursery Schools; Primary Schools; Community Arts Venues and in Higher Arts Education is 

becoming really connected and I am very excited to see new relationships forming and established relationships strengthening. Incorporating a 

research element into my work feels like the next step but also feels like my greatest challenge. I need to be clear in my thinking and precise in 

my questioning. 
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What is your STRATEGY for achieving each of your goals?  

 Have you identified a clear action plan for each goal? 

 Have you identified what help you will require in reaching each goal? 

 Have you identified how you will measure your progress towards each goal? 

Goal 1: 

 

To research the following inspiring educators, in addition to my ongoing Carl Orff research: Maria Montessori (1870-1952); Friedrich Fröbel (1782-

1852) and Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925). 

 

To conduct a literature review on the theme of creativity and creative development, with a particular view to Higher Arts Education students. 

 

To connect in a more fluid and on-going manner with Orff Schulwerk teachers and pedagogues at home and internationally. 

 

Goal 2: 

 

To continue to work closely with my colleague and mentor Mary Troup as I develop my teaching practice; formulate written assessments for 

students and offer continuous feedback. 

 

To seek guidance, with regards to my teaching practice, from my Creative and Contextual Studies colleagues and PG Certificate peers. 

 

To study the research and work of Laura Huhtinen-Hilden, a senior lecturer and researcher at the Helsinki Metropolia University of Applied 

Sciences. Huhtinen-Hilden’s work is focused on the individual pathways that students weave to become professional music educators. 

 

Goal 3: 

 

To form co-mentorship partnerships with the following individuals who work across Higher Arts Education; Nursery/Primary School Education and 

Community Arts Education. 

 

Mary Troup – Royal Conservatoire of Scotland Community Music 

Dee Isaacs – The University of Edinburgh Music in the Community 

Laura Huhtinen-Hilden – Helsinki Metropolia University of Applied Sciences, Finland 

Remzije Sherifi – Maryhill Integration Network & Albanian Scottish Society 

Jenny Reeve – Beatroute Arts 

Jane Cerexhe – Oakgrove Primary School 

Alison Forbes – Woodside Nursery School 

Vivienne Armstrong – Cowcaddens Day Nursery 
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To form a co-mentorship programme with two RCS Community Music Students, who are in their final stages of study and wish to pursue a 

professional career in teaching artistry. 

 

Reflective discussions; personal, critical reflection work; interviews, where appropriate; co-mentorship partnerships; journaling; blogging; personal 

research, reading and a literature review are the main strategies I plan to employ in order to meet my goals. 

 

HEA UK PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS FRAMEWORK 

 

This section is for reference for all students on the Higher Arts Education route. The questions below relate to HEA UKPSF descriptor 2: 

(further information on the UKPSFs can be found in the ‘Quality’ page of the ‘Collaborative Space’). 

 

Does your PDP address how you will engage with the following Areas of Activity? 

  

 A1 Design and plan learning activities and/or programmes of study 

 A2 Teach and/or support learning 

 A3 Assess and give feedback to learners 

 A4 Develop effective learning environments and approaches to student support and guidance 

 A5 Engage in continuing professional development in subjects/disciplines and their pedagogy, incorporating research, scholarship and 

the evaluation of professional practices 

 

Does your PDP address how you would be developing the following Core Skills? 

 

 K1 The subject material 

 K2 Appropriate methods for teaching and learning in the subject area and at the level of the academic programme 

 K3 How students learn, both generally and within their subject/ disciplinary area(s) 

 K4 The use and value of appropriate learning technologies 

 K5 Methods for evaluating the effectiveness of teaching 

 

Does your PDP address how you engage with the following Values?  
 

 V1 Respect individual learners and diverse learning communities 

 V2 Promote participation in higher education and equality of opportunity for learners 

 V3 Use evidence-informed approaches and the outcomes from research, scholarship and continuing professional development 

 V4 Acknowledge the wider context in which higher education operates recognising the implications for professional practice. 

 


