
UKPSF - DESCRIPTOR 1 OVERVIEW 

MODULE 

THE TEACHING ARTIST 

I. Successful engagement with at least two of the five Areas of Activity   

II. Successful engagement in appropriate teaching and practices related to 

these Areas of Activity 
  

A1 Design and plan learning activities and/or Programmes of study X 

A2 Teach and/or support learning X 

A3 Assess and give feedback to learners X 

III. Appropriate Core Knowledge and understanding of at least K1 and K2   

K2 Appropriate methods for teaching, learning and assessing in the 

subject area and at the level of the academic Programme 
X 

K3 How students learn, both generally and within their subject/ 

disciplinary area(s) 
X 

K5 Methods for evaluating the effectiveness of teaching X 

IV. A commitment to appropriate Professional Values in facilitating 

others’ learning 
  

V1 Respect individual learners and diverse learning communities X 

V2 Promote participation in higher education and equality of opportunity 

for learners 
X 

V3 Use evidence-informed approaches and the outcomes from research, 

scholarship and continuing professional development 
X 

IV. A commitment to appropriate Professional Values in facilitating 

others’ learning 
X 

V. Relevant professional practices, subject and pedagogic research and/or 

scholarship within the above activities 
X 

VI. Successful engagement, where appropriate, in professional 

development activity related to teaching, learning and assessment 

responsibilities 
X 

 

  



UKPSF CHECKLIST - THE TEACHING ARTIST 

UKPSF 

What do I 

need to 

consider? 

How am I doing this? Where is the evidence? 

AREAS OF 

ACTIVITY 

A1 Design 

and plan 

learning 

activities 

and/or 

Programmes 

of study 

In Semester 1 (2014-2015), I designed 

the learning activities for a 5 credit 

module for BMus 1 students. 

‘Introduction to Orff Schulwerk’ was an 

elective of the Complementary Musical 

Skills module. 

 

I designed learning activities (practical 

workshops and lectures) in the Orff 

Schulwerk approach to Music, Dance and 

Speech Education for Teaching Musician 

1; Scottish Music and Community Music 

modules as part of my ongoing work 

within the Creative and Contextual 

Studies Department. 

 

I designed a lesson plan as part of my PG 

Certificate Studies - Observed Teaching 

Practice for The Teaching Artist. 

Moodle (see Orff 

Musicianship) 

http://inspire.rcs.ac.uk/cou

rse/view.php?id=1040  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Lesson Plan and 

Theoretical Account 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/teaching-

artist-lesson-plan-

theoretical-account/ 

A2 Teach 

and/or 

support 

learning 

In Semester 1 (2014-2015), I taught 

on ‘Introduction to Orff Schulwerk’, a 5 

credit module, an elective of the 

Complementary Musical Skills module. I 

also supported my colleague Mary Troup 

who was also teaching on the course. 

 

 

I have taught on the Community Music 

module; Teaching Musician 1 module 

and on the Scottish Music Course this 

academic year.  

 

Supporting the learning of HAE students 

has been an intrinsic part of my teaching 

practice. 

 

Feedback from students 

and my colleague Mary 

Troup.   

 

Teaching and supporting 

learning has taken place 

within the RCS and when 

working with HAE 

students on Community 

Music placements. It 

happens within class time 

and also during reflective 

discussions with students 

out with class time, in the 

RCS and during 

placement work. 

A3 Assess 

and give 

feedback to 

learners 

In partnership with my colleague Mary 

Troup, I co-assessed the ‘Introduction to 

Orff Schulwerk’ module. Verbal feedback 

was given to learners continuously 

throughout the module and written 

feedback was given after the submission 

of Reflective Statements. 

 

Offering feedback to Community Music 

students is a significant part of my 

teaching practice on the Community 

Music module. This academic year, I 

have continued to support students in 

 

Feedback takes places 

within the RCS and when 

working with Community 

Music students on 

placement. I also facilitate 

ongoing feedback 

between Community 

Music students and 

placement teaching staff. 

 

WordPress Journal 

https://carolinemccluskey.

https://carolinemccluskey.wordpress.com/2015/02/24/one-word-reflections/


their planning and placement work, 

offering continuous feedback, when 

required. 

 

I have been reflecting on how to give 

feedback to learners in my WordPress 

Journal. 

 

I have been acting as second examiner for 

Community Music Viva exams for 

several years. This involves the second 

marking of Reflective Journals and 

Community Music Reports. 

wordpress.com/2015/02/2

4/one-word-reflections/ 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/2015/02/2

4/gathering-feedback/ 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/the-

teaching-artist-online-

discussion/ 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/2015/04/1

4/clean-language/ 

CORE 

KNOWLEDGE 

K2 

Appropriate 

methods for 

teaching and 

learning in 

the subject 

area and at 

the level of 

the academic 

Programme 

In my teaching practice, I use the Orff 

Schulwerk approach to Music, Dance and 

Speech Education. I believe that this 

creative, multi-disciplinary approach is 

highly appropriate and complementary to 

my work for Community Music and 

within the Creative and Contextual 

Studies Department. 

 

The Orff Schulwerk approach is widely 

recognised and valued throughout the 

world. I studied at the Carl Orff Institute, 

in Salzburg, from October 2012 – June 

2013 to enhance my creative practice and 

refine my teaching skills. I feel that I 

have acquired an appropriate level of 

expertise within my field to teach within 

Higher Arts educational contexts at 

SCQF Level 9 and above. Furthermore, I 

am constantly developing and nurturing 

my practice and skills. 

http://www.orffinstitut.at/i

ndex.php?id=86&L=1 

 

  

K3 How 

students 

learn, both 

generally and 

within their 

subject/ 

disciplinary 

area(s) 

 Over the last four months, I have been 

studying learning theories as part of my 

ongoing studies for The Teaching Artist. 

 

Studying the VAKT learning styles 

model has particularly supported my 

knowledge and understanding of how 

students may learn within the multi-

disciplinary Orff Schulwerk approach to 

Music, Dance and Speech Education. 

My learning is evidenced 

in my WordPress Journal 

entries from December 

2014 and in my Critical 

Appraisal:  

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/critical-

appraisal-paper/ 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/2015/04/0

7/vak-vakt-vark-learning-

styles-models/ 
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K5 Methods 

for 

evaluating 

the 

effectiveness 

of teaching 

Following my Observed Teaching 

Practice, I emailed the student group with 

a few questions, inspired by Stephen 

Brookfield’s Critical Incident 

Questionnaire, as a means to help me 

evaluate the effectiveness of my teaching. 

Information gathered from this task has 

fed into my Evaluative Report. 

 

The Online Discussion task with my 

colleagues from the PG Certificate in 

relation to my teaching practice and the 

teaching practices of my peers has 

revealed new methods for how I can 

evaluate the effectiveness of my teaching. 

I am interested in exploring further: 

anonymous feedback/evaluation forms; 

‘Clean Language’ questions and ‘One 

Word’ reflections. 

 

I am also keen to further explore non-

verbal forms of communication that may 

help me to better understand the 

effectiveness of my teaching and the 

meaningfulness of the learning 

experience for those involved. 

 

 

 WordPress Journal 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/2014/11/1

4/brookfields-four-lenses-

becoming-a-critically-

reflective-teacher/ 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/ta-

evaluative-report/ 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/the-

teaching-artist-online-

discussion/ 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/2015/04/1

4/clean-language/ 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/2015/02/2

4/one-word-reflections/ 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/2015/02/2

4/gathering-feedback/ 

PROFESSIONAL 

VALUES 

V1 Respect 

individual 

learners and 

diverse 

learning 

communities 

I am gathering verbal and written 

feedback from learners. Furthermore, I 

am researching about the different 

contexts and ways in which learning 

takes places and this is informing my 

knowledge and understanding about 

learning within formal and informal 

contexts. 

My WordPress Journal 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/  

V2 Promote 

participation 

in higher 

education 

and equality 

of 

opportunity 

for learners 

Working in the community as a Teaching 

Artist and as a Community Music tutor, 

for the RCS, I am very fortunate to have 

the opportunity to work in Primary 

Schools; Nursery Schools and in a variety 

of Community Arts settings. In my 

creative practice and teaching practice, I 

am able to promote participation in 

higher education very organically as I 

work within both formal and informal 

sectors. 

 

Working with Music in the Community 

students from the University of 

Edinburgh and Primary 7 children from 

Leith Walk Primary School in a very 

special Community Music Project within 

the Royal Botanical Gardens in 

Edinburgh. 

Working in Nursery 

School and Primary 

Schools with HAE 

students during 

Community Music 

placement work. 

 

 

As an advocate for higher 

education and equality of 

opportunity for learners in 

everything that I do. 

 

WordPress Journal   

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/2015/03/2

1/music-in-the-

community/ 
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V3 Use 

evidence-

informed 

approaches 

and the 

outcomes 

from 

research, 

scholarship 

and 

continuing 

professional 

development 

My creative practice and teaching 

practice as a Teaching Artist/Musician, 

working in the community and within the 

RCS, is something that I am continuously 

developing. My practice is inspired by 

the Orff Schulwerk approach to Music, 

Dance and Speech Education. Developed 

by Carl Orff and Gunild Keetman the 

Orff Schulwerk approach, which I studied 

intensely at the Orff Institute from 

October 2012 – June 2013, is part of my 

ongoing research and continuing 

professional development. 

I have been researching examples of 

excellent practice in my field, both at 

home and internationally. I am 

particularly interested in the work of 

Laura Huhtinen-Hilden and colleagues at 

Helsinki Metropolia University of 

Applied Sciences, Finland. 

My continuing 

professional development 

is documented through 

my WordPress Journal  

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/ 

 

Bibliography 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/resources-

3/ 

V4 

Acknowledge 

the wider 

context in 

which higher 

education 

operates 

recognising 

the 

implications 

for 

professional 

practice 

Since embarking on the PG Certificate in 

Learning and Teaching in Higher Arts 

Education, I have been looking to how I 

am supporting a Community of Practice 

within my field of Community Music. I 

am really interested in how my work 

connects together, in the relationships 

between my teaching practice within 

formal and informal sectors (within 

higher education and nursery, primary 

and community education). 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/2015/04/0

8/community-of-practice-

situative-learning/ 

 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/2014/11/1

8/330/  

SECTIONS IV-VI 

IV. A 

commitment 

to 

appropriate 

Professional 

Values in 

facilitating 

others’ 

learning 

I demonstrate this through my 

commitment to equality of opportunity 

for learners and through my continuous 

personal and professional development 

practice and study within and out with the 

RCS. 

 My WordPress Journal 

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/ 

 

My attendance at RCS 

staff development days 

V. Relevant 

professional 

practices, 

subject and 

pedagogic 

research 

and/or 

scholarship 

within the 

above 

activities 

My teaching practice is regularly 

observed by my colleagues providing 

opportunity for critical reflection.  

 

Last year, I attended the Orff Schulwerk 

International Convention, in Salzburg, in 

order to continue my pedagogic research. 

I also plan to attend this July. 

I contributed to 

discussions and presented 

my ideas to others during 

the Convention. 

 

http://www.orff-

schulwerk-forum-

salzburg.org/english/activi

ties_of_orff_forum.html 
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VI. 

Successful 

engagement, 

where 

appropriate, 

in 

professional 

development 

activity 

related to 

teaching, 

learning and 

assessment 

responsibiliti

es 

 At the beginning of this academic year, I 

attended various RCS staff development 

days; I believe that I was very active and 

positive in my contributions. 

 

I have been studying on the PG 

Certificate Course in Learning and 

Teaching in Higher Arts Education since 

September 2014. I have successfully 

completed the Approaches to Critical 

Artistry module and I am currently 

working on The Teaching Artist module. 

My WordPress Journal  

https://carolinemccluskey.

wordpress.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 


